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SUBJECT: THE "SUNDAY SEMINAR" OF JEWISH DISSIDENTS 
REF: MOSCOW 468, 

1 . WE HAVE BEEN TOLD BY TWO MEMBERS OF THE "SUNDAY SEMINAR" 

GROUP OF JEWISH DISSIDENTS OF A MARKED FALL OFF IN KGB HARASSMENT 
IN THE LAST MONTH. TWO AMERICAN NATURAL SCIENTISTS, TRAVELING IN 
THE SOVIET UNION AS TOURISTS, LECTURED FOR FIVE STRAIGHT DAYS TO 
THE "SUNDAY SEMINAR." NEITHER THEY NOR MEMBERS OF THE SEMINAR 
HAD ANY PROBLEMS AS A RESULT. SEMINAR ATTENDANCE, WHICH HAD 
FALLEN OFF DURING THE HARASSMENT DESCRIBED REFTEL, HAS AGAIN 
CLIMBED AND NOW AVERAGES MORE THAN 30 PARTICIPANTS. OUR SOURCES 
SPECULATE THAT THE LACK OF HARASSMENT DURING THE PRESENTATION BY 
THE AMERICANS WAS DUE (A) TO THE NATIONALITY OF THE SPEAKERS, 

AND (B) TO THE FACT THAT THE SUBJECTS WERE RIGOROUSLY SCIENTIFIC 
AND THAT NO "POLITICAL" OR "HUMANITARIAN" THEMES WERE RAISED 
DURING THE SEMINAR MEETINGS. 

2. OUR SOURCES FEEL THAT THEY ARE ON PROBATION; THAT IF THEY 
STICK TO SCIENTIFIC SUBJECTS THEY MAY BE ABLE TO AVOID EXAGGERATED 
ATTENTION FROM THE SOVIT AUTHORITIES. IN ORDER TO TEST THIS THEORY, 
THEY WILL NOT SCHEDULE "POLITICAL" TOPICS FOR THE SEMINAR UNTIL 
THE END OF MAY.WHEN THEY PLAN AN DEBATE AN AS YET UNDECIDED 
SOCIAL SCIENCE TOPIC. 
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